
 

F U N  O R  C R U E L ?  

Time needed 20 mins 

Age range Any teen 

Background of teen Any background 

Set up Watch a clip  

 
Goals: To discuss ideas of how actions affect your character. 
 
Relevance: Halloween, balancing between jokes and cruelty. 
 
Supplies needed:  

1. Video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N1pTZTHZF4E 
2. Torah sources 

 
Active Learning: 
Watch the Jimmy Kimmel video about parents pretending to have eaten their kids Halloween candy. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N1pTZTHZF4E 
Ask for feedback- use the facilitation questions. 
Focus on how the answers will be focused on the children  
The Torah idea here is  that our actions can (& do) have an effect on our character as the Mishna Berura 
shows. The connection back to the video is that when we discuss why or why not it is ok to do, it seems that 
we will discuss it from the perspective of the child or even the viewers. What is worth pointing out from the 
MB is that we need to discuss it from the perspective of the parents.  
The wrap is that Judaism to a large extent is about the perfection of our character.  
 
Step by step planning: 
Time Facilitator Activity Teen activity 
5 mins Show video Watch the video 

10 mins Facilitation questions Discussion 
5 mins Torah perspective wrap up  
 
Facilitation Questions: 

 What did you think of the video? 

 Is it cruel? 

 Why might this be a bad thing to do? 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N1pTZTHZF4E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N1pTZTHZF4E


Wrap up message and Torah thought: 

Shulchan Aruch- Laws of waking up in the 
morning 

 אדם הנהגת הלכות חיים אורח ערוך שולחן
 א סימן בבקר

A person should not be embarrassed in front of 
people who torment him concerning his service of 
God. 

 ת"השי בעבודת עליו המלעיגים אדם בני מפני יתבייש לא

Mishna Brura Commentary א סימן ברורה משנה 
Because of mankind- And nonetheless he didn't 
quarrel with them, because the trait of brazenness is 
exceptionally detestable, and it is not fitting to use it 
at all, even when it comes to serving Hashem, for he 
acquired an acquisition of his soul to become brazen 
even outside the context of serving Hashem. 

 שמדת מפני עמהם יתקוטט לא פ"ועכ - אדם בני מפני( ה)
 אפילו כלל ממנה להשתמש ראוי ואין מאד מגונה העזות

 שלא אפילו עז להיות בנפשו קנין יקנה כי י"הש בעבודת
 :ל"בבה ועיין( י"ב' )ית עבודתו במקום

 
The Mishna brura explains that one should not act in a quarrelsome way even if it is to defend the service of 
Hashem because this affects your soul. 
In other words, doing something unkind, or quarrelsome even as a joke or even for a higher purpose is not 
beneficial to your soul. 


